Tuesday, 17 March 2015

Gippsland Coastal Board
71 Hotham Street
Traralgon Vic 3844

T)ear Sir/Madam

RE:

GIPPSLAND REGIONAL COASTAL PLAN 2015-2020 DRAFT

Thank you for providing BWV with the opportunity to comment on the subject draft plan.
BWV represents the common interests of over 70 Victorian bushwalking clubs, with in excess of 8,000
members. BWV also aims to proactively represent the interests of all recreational walkers in Victoria as well
as walkers visiting from interstate and overseas. One of the common interests of BWV clubs and their
members is the conservation of the ecosystems and natural landscapes through which they walk, so that
they can enjoy the maximum variety of native flora and fauna and unspoilt scenery and ensure their
preservation for future generations. Founded in 1934, BWV has a long history of active interest in
conservation, including being one of a group of like-minded organisations pressing for legislation to create a
comprehensive system of national parks in Victoria as early as the 1940s.
Much of the draft report represents laudable planning practices with which BWV has no quibble. However,
.here are a few areas of concern to us, and these are outlined below.
BWV particularly fears for those areas described at part 4.5, section 3c, page 16 as "vulnerable parts of the
landscape that provide sought-after visitor experiences where there is limited scope to reduce demand". We
would urge the Gippsland Coastal Board to do everything in its power to prevent environmental degradation
associated with public overexposure in such places even if this involves periodic closure of some areas to
allow environmental recovery to occur.
The plan states (part 1.2, fifth column, section 3, page 2; part 6.2, section 3, page 25; part 8, last block,
section 3, page 28) that it is proposed to "Develop methodologies for conducting flood and erosion studies in
coastal areas". BWV assumes that this means ''build upon", rather than designing the methodologies from
scratch, as we believe that such methodologies have been extant for a long period of time. We would suggest
that, to avoid any ambiguity, the plan uses the word "refine" rather than the word "develop" in the relevant
sections. This has been done in segments that appear on pages 25 and 28 of the Western Regional Coastal
Plan 2015-2020 Draft.
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